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Strategies for Reading E�ciently

Don’t:

Get bogged down in every single sentence

Memorize every historical detail to regurgitate on a test

“Close read” or interpret texts, as in English class

Take pages upon pages of detailed notes you’ll never look at
again
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Strategies for Reading E�ciently

Do:

Read for the argument

Think about the connection to lecture

Think about the connection to other readings

Think about the connection to countries/cases you know
about

Think about when the piece was written and how this informs
the analysis the author presents
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Strategies for Reading E�ciently

Do: Answer these 6 questions

1 What question is the author trying to answer?

2 Why is it important to know this?
Why did we ask you to read this? (It’s never “to be cruel”)

3 What is the author’s answer?
Can you summarize this in 2-3 sentences?

4 What cases or data does the author use to defend this?

5 Who is the author arguing against?
Which other readings in Gov 20 is this piece arguing against?

6 What do you think? Are you convinced or persuaded?
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Note: The next two slides review the example of Gerschenkron, pp.
6-7 to look for the answers to these questions. Before transitioning
to the next slide, take a second to read these pages and see if you
can find and highlight the answers to the key questions above.
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Example

“One should beware of accepting such a generalization too
whole heartedly... in several very important respects the
development of a backward country may, by the very virtue of
its backwardness, tend to di↵er fundamentally from that of a
very advanced country”

“It is the main proposition of this essay that in a number of
important historical instances, industrialization processes...
showed considerable di↵erences as compared with more
advanced countries, not only with regard to the speed of the
development but also with regard to the productive and
organizational structures of industry which emerged from
these processes.”
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Example

France (banks), Germany, Russia (state)

“A good deal of our thinking about industrialization of
backward countries is dominated – conciously or unconsciously
– by the grand Marxian generalization... ’The industrially
more developed country presents to the less developed
country a picture of the latter’s future’.”
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Strategies for Taking Good Notes

Don’t:

Highlight every other sentence, fact or date in a paragraph

Include long annotations of the reading in the margins

Summarize every paragraph

Take pages upon pages of detailed notes you’ll never look at
again
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Strategies for Taking Good Notes

Do:

Keep in mind when the piece was written (this can change
how we critique the work)

Highlight the main argument and topic sentences

Provide mini comments on interesting passages (i.e. ”But
Weber argues the opposite...”, ”I don’t buy this...”)

Provide a one to two paragraph summary of the entire reading

Link readings within and between weeks to one another
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Summary Example: Gerschenkron

Classical modernization does not explain variation in development

strategies in economically backward countries. Gerschenkron presents an

alternative argument to the unilinear one advanced by Rostow that

demonstrates that multiple paths can be chosen by countries trying to

build industrial economies due to the specific circumstances of the

country and the historical period in which they purused development. He

explores three methods that countries have used to develop because of

backwardness: banks, the state, and ideology. Because of trust in the

market, abundance of capital and entreprenuerial talent banks could work

in France, while distrust of the industry and the strength of the state

made state led development a better option in Russia. It is important to

understand backwardness to create good policies that are tailored to each

country rather than adopting old, and possibly unfit, models wholesale
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Concept Map

Linkin’ Log: Week One 
!
Motivational question: Why do some countries industrialize and produce modern economies while others 
do not? !!
           Culturalist Theories         Modernization Theories!

!

Weber !!
- Protestantism and the 

“protestant ethic responsible 
for development” 

- Protestantism encourages 
three qualities that support 
industrialization 

- Individualism 
- Work ethic 
- Savings 

- Countries without these 
features will not industrialize

Rostow !!
- Countries develop when they 
have achieved certain benchmarks 

- Education, urbanization, 
political liberalization 

- This happens for all countries 
regardless of type 

Lerner/Inkeles !
- Countries develop when their 

citizens achieve a certain 
mindset 

- This too happens organically in 
all countries

Gerschenkron !
- Countries develop at different 

times and in different ways 
depending on their background 
characteristics !

- Especially important is the time at 
which they develop 
- People who “come to the party” 

get the benefit of new 
technologies !

- Where countries do not have the 
resources for development used in the 
past, they create new models 

Ashley Anderson, Rakeen Mabud, Noah Nathan, Soledad Prillaman Harvard University
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Sample Paper Topic

Both Marxism and classical modernization theory assumed that
there exists a single path to development and treated the historical
trajectory of the West as the model for that path. Many of the
course readings dispute this claim on empirical, theoretical, and
normative grounds. Yet, is there now conclusive evidence that

there exist multiple paths to development and/or democracy? In
terms of fostering development or democracy in Africa, Latin

America, Asia, or the Middle East, is there anything to be learned
from studying the Western path to development? Or has our focus
on the Western path been needless and even counter-productive?
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Strategies for the Paper

Don’t:

Write a book report: summarize all the readings back to us in
a list

Do original research to “get extra credit”

Say every side has merit and so there’s no way you can give
an answer

Turn in “creative writing”

Ashley Anderson, Rakeen Mabud, Noah Nathan, Soledad Prillaman Harvard University
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Strategies for the Paper

Do:

Directly answer the question:
There isn’t a right answer, but you need one
Tell us what it is: Clear thesis sentence in the intro!

Identify the readings that support you and readings that are
against you. Discuss both:

Use the readings that support you to argue against the
readings that are against you
Not just: why are you right? Also: why are they wrong?

Organize and outline your thoughts before you start writing

Thesis statement, topic sentence, topic sentence, topic
sentence, topic sentence, conclusion
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readings that are against you
Not just: why are you right? Also: why are they wrong?

Organize and outline your thoughts before you start writing

Thesis statement, topic sentence, topic sentence, topic
sentence, topic sentence, conclusion
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Exam Format

Identifications

Choose x of x

Short Essays
Much like papers, but shorter
Present argument by answering the question (inc. thesis, topic
sentences)
Address counterarguments
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Sample ID

Need to make sure to state:

Definition

Example/associated reading

Theoretical significance
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Sample IDs

Import-substituting Industrialization (ISI) versus
Export-Oriented Industrialization (EOI)

Try writing an answer to this one!
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Sample IDs

“ISI and EOI are two forms of state-led development. Both
approaches sought to expedite development by substituting
developing countries’ imports from the developed world. They tried
to accomplish this by protecting domestic industries through
tari↵s, subsidies and other mechanisms. EOI is distinct from ISI
because it involved the export of protected domestically-produced
manufactures, whereas ISI focused more on the domestic market.
The East Asian NICS’ use of EOI facilitated their tremendous
growth and was a crucial part of the ”developmental state”
described by Chalmers Johnson. The success of the developmental
state under EOI questions dependency theorists’ assertion that
development requires that the periphery break from the core.”
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Say what they are and how they worked in a way that
demonstrates understanding (i.e. Definition)
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Say what they are and how they worked in a way that
demonstrates understanding (i.e. Definition)

Say where it occurred and why it’s theoretically
important
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Study Groups

Study groups are a great tool to better understand the readings
and lecture materials.

Don’t:

Not do the readings and rely on summaries from your study
group.

Do:

Share summaries to make sure you completely understand the
readings

Discuss and critically analyze the readings and lectures

Ask questions about what you don’t understand
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